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PROCEEDINGS OF THE NORTHERN ASSOCIATION 
OF UNIVERSALISTS FOR 1827. 


The Ministers and Delegates composing the 
Northern Association of Universalists, conven- 
ed at the house of Br. M. Wright, in Calais, 
Vt. on the 2d October, 1827, and after joining 
in devout prayer with Br. W. Skinner, pro- 
ceeded to organize the council by choosing, 

Br. J. EK. Patmer, Moderator, and 

Br. J. Moorz, Clerk. 

Adjourned till 8 o’clock on the morrow.— 
Prayer by Br. D. Wellman. 

Wednesday Morning—Met according to ad- 
journment. 

Prayer by Br, E. Powers. 

Chose Brs. W. Skinner, J. E. Palmer and 
J. Moore, a committee to receive and report 
on requests for letters of fellowship or ordina- 
tion. 

Arrangements for public services for Wed- 
nesday. 

Ist Service.—Br. N. Stacy—Prayer. 

Br. I. Boynton, Sermon Ps. evii. 8, “O that 
men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and 
for las wonderful works io the children of men!”? 

Br. C. Spear—Prayer. 

2d Service.—Br. R. Bartlett—Prayer. 

Br. E. Williams,—-Sermon from Luke xv. 18, 
“J will arise, and go to my father, and will. say 
unto him, Father I have sinned, against heaven, 
and before thee.” 

Er. M. Coburn—Prayer. 

3d Service.—Br. E. Williams,—Prayer. 

By R. Bartlett,—Sermon from 1 Cor. vii. 17, 
18, “But as God hath distributed to every man, 
as the- Lord hath called every one, so let him walk, 
And so ordain I in all churches, Is any man 
called being circumcised? let him not become un- 
circumcised. Is any called in uncircumeision? 
let him not become circumcised.” 

Br. W. Skinner,—Prayer, 

Attended to the reports of Brethren, appoint- 
ed to visit the several Societies and found them 

refreshing and encouraging. 

Called up the subject, relating to Br. A. 
Kinsman and voted to dismiss it. 

Proceeded to appoint the following brethren 
to visit the several societies attached to their 
names: Br. K. Haven, Barnard, Bethel, Han- 
cock, Rochester, Shoreham and Whiting. | 
Br. hin. Randolph, Barre, Montpelier 


and Richmond. 
Br, 5.C. Loveland, Cavendish, Reading, Ches- 
ter, Weston and Shrewsbery. 


Br. R. Bartlett, Hartland, Londonderry, 


Townsend, Windsor, Wardsboro’ and Athers. 
Br. M. Coburn, Craftsbury, Royalton, Comp- 
ton, Bolton and Crownpoint. 
Br. J. E. Palmer, Northfield, Strafford and 
Williamstown. 
Br. 'T. Browning, Calais and Plainfield. 
Br. C. Spear, St. Johnsbury and Waterford. 
Br. I. Boynton, jun. Danville, Burke, Paw- 
Jet, Queensbury, Clarendon and Wells. 
Adjourned till 8 o’clock on the morrow:— 
Prayer by Br. J. Moore. 


Thursday Morning.—Met according to ad- 
journment: Prayer by Br. T. Browning. 

The Committee appointed to receive requests 
for fellowship and ordination, reported in favor 
of granting a letter of fellowship to Br. Charles 
Spear, and of conferring ordination on Brs. 
Thomas Browning and Isaiah Boynton, Jr. 

Arrangeménts for Public Serviess—Thurs- 
day. 
at Service.—Br. J. Moore—Prayer. 

Br. N. Stacy, Sermon from 1 Tim. iv. 8, 
“For bodily exercise profiteth little; but godliness 
is profilable unto all things,having promise of the 
life that now is, and of that which is to come.” 

Br. I. Boynton—Prayer, 

2d Service.—Br. M. Coburn—Prayer. 

Br. W. Skinner, Sermon from Acts xx. 24, 
“But none of these things move me, neither count I 
my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry which I have re- 
cewwed of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of 
the grace of God.” / 

Ordaining Service: Consecrating Prayer by 
Br. N. Stacy. 

Charge and delivery of the Scriptures—Br. 
J. E. Palmer. 

Right Hand of Fellow—Br. E. Williams. 

Concluding Prayer—Br. R. Bartlett. 

Voted, that Br. J. Moore prepare the Min- 
utes for publication, and accompany them with 
a Circular. 

Voted, that the Proceedingsand Circular be 
published in the Universalist, Magazine; re- 
questing the several Editors ip our connexion, 
to insert the same in their respyctive papers. 

Agreed to hold a quarterly-\ Association at 
Craftsbury, on the 3d Wedneseay in January 
next, | 
Voted to adjourn to meet by Divine permis- 
sion at St. Johnsbury, Vt. on the first Wednes- 
day and Thursday in Oct. 1828. 

J.E, Parmer, Moderator. 

J. Moore, Clerk, 


rr EQerne 
CIRCULAR. 


To all, to whom this Epistle may come: Grace, 
mercy and peace be multiplied in view of the Final 
Holiness of all intelligences. 


Betoven Breturen,—Under the watchful 
care of a kind Providence, we have been favor- 
ed with another anniversary meeting of the 
Northern Association, under circumstances 
more encouraging than any former meeting of 
this body. Our hearts were made glad by hear- 
ing from different parts of the state the pros- 
perity ofthe cause of Universal Benevolence; 
and although the laborers are few in compari- 
son to the field, yet we rejoice that the num- 
ber of those who do not count their lives dear 
unto themselves is increasing, as you will see 
by the minutes above. Thus our. Lord and 
Master is carrying on his glorious work, and 
will finally put down all rule and authority and 
power, and having destroyed the last enemy, 
will deliver up the kingdom to his Father, and 
God shall be all in all, 


The business of our council was conducted 
in harmony, and the public services of the 
sanctuary were truly refreshing, where hund- 
reds listened to the truth with the most perfect 
attention, while the tear of gratitude and joy 
flowed from the eye of all classes: which proves 
that the heart which terrors cannot meve, can 
be dissolved by love. Our public services were 


rendered the more interesting by the labors of... 


those able brethren in the Ministry from a dis- 
tance,* to whose instructions we listened with 
delight. We were exhorted to praise God for 
his goodness, and in view ofthis were encour- 
aged to return to our Father’s house, and walk 
as he has called us. We were also shewn, 
that true godliness consists in imitating the 
Deity, and that nothing ought to move us from 
testifying of the gospel of the grace of God.— 
These several points were so discussed, that it 
was truly a refreshing season to all that heard; 
and we were made to rejoice in view of that 
happy day, when all shall know the Lord. 

The audience was uncommonly large and 
solemn; this, together with an excellent choir of 
singers, whose performance did them honor, 
rendered our meeting pleasing to all lovers of 
good order. 

Brethren in the ministry of reconciliation, 
let us be encouraged. Light is progressing, 
the truth will stand. Let us adorn our profes- 
sion by following the example of our Master, 
who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
let us not strive, but be gentle towards all men, 
apt to teach; and let us contend earnestly for 
the faith of the gospel. 

Beloved Brethren, who have been brought 
to trust in the living God, who is the Saviour 
of all men; may Heaven forbid that we should 
disgrace our profession by living vicious lives; 
but may we add to our faith virtue, knowledge, 
temperance, patience, godliness,brotherly kind- 
ness and charity, that we may shut the mouths 
of gain sayers, and prove that we love God by 
keeping his commandments. 
peace, we shall die in peace, and finally be ad- 
mitted to mansions on high, where joy will fill 
all hearts; and the whole family of man join in 
celebrating the high praises of God in endless 
day. Per order. Joun Moore. 


* Brs. N. Stacy, New-York; E. Williams, Ohio; W. Skinner, N. H. 


The people of Tonga believe that ‘‘there is no 
future place of existence for the souls ofmen but 
Bolotoo, and consequently no state of future 
punishment; all rewards for virtue and punish- 
ments for vice being inflicted on mankind in 
this world. When Mr. Mariner acquainted 
some of them with the Christian Doctrine of 
eternal punishment, they said that it was very 
bad indeed for the Papalangies””—(that is, the 
white people, )—See “Mariner’s Account of the 
Tonga Islands,” an excedingly interesting 
work, from which Lord Byron has taken many 
of the incidents in his last delightful poem of 
The Island.—.V. Harmony Gaz. 


JUST received and for Sale at this office, JONAI! and the DEVIL ! tor 
gether with some thoughts on being willing to be Damped! By The - 
philus Fisk, Junior Edjior of the (N. ¥.) Gospel Advocate.— Price 6 J-4 
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SUPERSTITION, © 


It has been the fate of every age, and of ev- 
ery nation, to be, in a greater or less degree, 
infected with the alarming evil of Superstition. 
It had its origin, if not in the constitution of 
man, at least in the earliest ages of his exist- 
ence. Religion had scarcely made its appear- 
ance on the earth, and taken up its residence 
with man, when superstition sprung up, and 
prevailed, and seemed to threaten ruin to the 
happiness and well-being of the intelligent 
creation. ‘The first act of devotion in which 
man was engaged, was sadly corrupted, and 
made less acceptable inthe sight of God, by 
this pernicious and destructive evil. No soon- 
er did he feel it to be his duty to engage in re- 
religious worship, than he approached the Most 
High with the ‘‘first fruits of the ground,” and 
the ‘“‘firstlings of his flock,” in order to gain 
his approbation, and secure his favor—And 
from hence arose the most foul and fatal pas- 
sions that darken and dishonor the human char- 
acter, jealousy and envy; and which, in the 
event, led to the commission of a crime, even 
to name which, creates a thrill of anguish in 
the most unfeeling heart. Wrath, and fell re- 
venge, took full possession of the soul, which. 
should have been warmed by the gentle flame 
of brotherly love and affection; and at last, 
when ill-directed zeal had triumphed over the 
feelings of a brother, the arm, which should 
never have been raised but to defend, wielded 


the fatal instrument of death. Hence the voice 
of a brother’s blood was heard from the ground, 
revealing the hidden things of darkness, and 
proclaiming the desperate deed of fatricide,— 
And now a guilty, conscience-stricken sinner, 
wanders up and down the earth, a ‘fugitive 
and a vagabond.” Such, O Superstition! such 
were thy trophies in the first age of the world! 
It is our intention, in this communication, to 
point out the nature of superstition, and some 
of its effects. And in the onset, it must be 
confessed, that it is somewhat difficult, perhaps 
impossible, to ascertain what the precise im- 
porl and meaning of it is; or to gtve it a cor- 
rect and satisfactory explanation. It must be 
admitted, we think, that it does not consist so 
much, simply in the fori of worship, as in the 
purpose or design for which such worship is per- 
formed, Banish from the mind the purpose or 
design of devotion, and the mere form is of lit- 
tle or no consequence. Merely to prostrate 
one’s self before a senseless idol, or yet before 
the supreme Jehovah, in the form of devotion, 
avails nothing; it cannot properly be called re- 
ligious worship. But when the attitude of de- 
votion. is assumed, there is, or ought to be, some 
purpose or design in the act; and this purpose 
or design is what gives a character to the wor- 
shipper. When the Heathen falls before the 
idol, or the Christian bends at the altar he has 
erected, if it be from a principle of servile fear; 
if it be to propitiate the fayor, or gain the affec- 
tion, of an offended Deity; if it be to effect a 
change in the conduct of God, and to call down 
blessings which he had designed to withhold; 
this is superstition, and superstitious worship, 
But if it be from a principle of filial love and 
affection; if it be to pour out his soul in heart- 
felt acknowledgements, and to manifest becom- 
ing gratitude; ifit be to reverence the supreme 
Diyinity, from whom all good proceeds; if this 
be the purpose or design of his worship, it is; 
good and acceptable in the sight of Heaven, | 
for it is profitable tg man. -Whether it be a 


Heathen or'a Christian, God looks at the pur- 


a 
. 
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pose or design, not at the form of his worship. | fered, gre 
Nor does he require 6f man a religious service, | machiney 
which does not tend to the promotion of méh’s | were p 


sacrifices were made, and 


, r all the 
and management of wearldly. interest 
in operation, in order to pacify the 


felicity ;—for He is not “worshipped withmien’s | wrath 4 God, and obtain a residence in the ce 


hands. as though he needed any thing,*seeing 


he giveth to all life, and breath, and all 


things.” 


lestia? mansion above. Fanatics assumed an 
unnstural austerity, subjected themselves to 


A religious service, or form of wor-|thy most rigid discipline, afflicted and torment- 
ship, which does not carry its reward with | 


ed their bodies in the most shocking and cruel 


it, is not enjoined by Heaven, nor will it meet Manner, in order that the soul might become. 


with Heayen’s approbation. 

Superstition therefore, as we conceive, con-! 
sists, not so much in the form, as inthe puryose | 
or design of religious worship. It is taeda 
true, that there are many rites and ceremonies, | 
forms and observances, which, to us, appear | 
palpably absurd and ridiculous; but these were | 


all instituted, and are now observed, to answer - 


the purposes, and meet the ends, of supersti-' 
tious worship. The same principle of servile 
fear that leads men to the altar of devotion, 
in order to appease Divine wrath, leads them 
to institute various forms of worship, in order to. 
obtain the favor and affection of God. It seems 
to have entered into the heart of man, and 
there become a predominant principle, that 
God is well pleased with a multitude of rites 
and forms, of institutions and observances—yet 
nothing can be further from the truth. There 
is nothing acceptable in the sight of God, but’ 
holiness of heart;—no form of worship is well-) 
pleasing, but what is simple in its nature, and 
productive of rational felicity; but what is} 
prompted by love, and performed in perfect sin-, 
cerity; but what fills the mind with universal | 
philanthrophy and generous affection; but what 
elevates the feclings and raises the affections of 
man, to things heavenly and divine. ‘Po what 
purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto 
me? saith the Lord:—When ye come to ap- 
pear before me, who hath required this at your 
hand?—Bring no more vain oblations; incense 
is an abomination unto me; the new moons and 
sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot 
away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meet- 
ing.””—Such, ani similar services, God neither 
requires nor ap’ roves. 

We have alitady said, and we may repeat 
it with confidence, that superstition is an evil, 
from which no nation or age can claim exemp- 
tion. It may be pronounced an universal evil. 
For who has ever known a nation or who has 
ever heard of one, from which prayers and sup- 
plications have not ascended to. God, or to 
some imaginary deity, or some mode of wor- 
ship has not been instituted, in order to ap- 
pease divine wrath, and reconcile offended jus- 
tice? Tosay nothing ofthe earlier ages of the 
world, to pass by the heathen nations and their 
idolatrous worship, who does not know, how 
extensively it prevailed among the Jews, in 
the days of our Saviour? Nay, who does not 
know, and who has not lamented, that its dire- 
ful reign has been witnessed, and its deplora- 
ble effects felt, in the christian age? Hardly 
had christianity. poured upon the world its glad- 
some rays, when the dense cloud of supersti- 
tion arose, and the glories of the celestial 
kingdom were hid from the view of man. The 
divine Being, the excellency of whose chartac- 
ter was revealed in the person and preaching 
of Christ, was approached with fearlul horror. 
and dismal apprehensions. Prayers and sup- 
plications went up from his deluded worship- 
pers, from the creatures of his constant care, 
that the flaming sword of his vengeance might 
be shrouded, and immortal souls, whoge_ulti- 
mate destiny was fixed from eternity, saved 
from everlasing perdition. Rites and ceremo- 


| 


jnies were multiplied, vain oblations were of- | 


perfect on earth, and matured for divine enjoy- 
ment hereafter. Indeed, so far had supersti- 
tion gained the ascendency in the world, as 
that, it would almost seem, only the name of 
christianity was left. 

It would be an endless task to expose super 
stition in all its horrid and‘disgusting forms, 
and to point out all its pernicious tendencies 
and fatal effects. It is saying but little, to af- 


firm, that it is destructive to the happiness and, 
well-being of its possessor,—-would to God this 


were all;—but its destructive consequences 
extend much farther. .It is not satistied with 
narrowing the mind of its votaries, closing up 
the avenues of their sensibility, shutting out 
from their hearts every sympathetie feeling, and 
divesting them of every benevolent and gener- 
ous sentiment,—it would bind every one in its 
chains of error and darkness, and cause them 
to live in perpetual wretchedness, It would 
close up the fountains and streams of life and 


‘joy, and banish light and truth from the chris-— 


tian world. It would set reason at defiance, 
and obscure the sacred page of revelation. It 
would set bounds to religious freedom and free 
inquiry, and wrest from men’s hands the book 
of life and salvation. It would form creeds 
and systems of faith, in its own image and af- 
ier its own likeness, and impose them» om the 
weakness and credulity of man It le 
mit no other interpretation to be given’ 
ture than its own,—yea, it would send°fo 
mandate, as it once did, that ‘ihe Scrip 
must be explained according to the doctrines 
of the church; and that when the institutions of 
the church change, the explication of seripture 
should change also.”? Ina word, the hwnan 
imagination cannot conceive to what lengths 


and breadths it would go, if it were left to pur-. 
sue its own course, and accomplish its own. 
ah 

We are happy to live in an age celebrated 


designs. 

as an “era of good feelings;”” and far famed for 
its liberality; but we should be happier still to 
witness the downfall of superstition’s empire, 
and the unconditional liberty of the human 
mind. We are glad that light and truth have 
passed the confines of darkness and error; but 
we should rejoice to behold the salvation of all 
intelligent beings eilected. It is not man’s 
happiness to be, as yet, completely deliyered . 
from the power and prince of Etetieen his 

triumph over superstition and error 

be celebrated—his emancipation fi« 
death has not yet come. Wemay inc 
of the age in which we live, ogee 
tories truth has obtained over er Ce) 

id march of light and liberty—and™ 
occasion to boast—but let us not vainly imag- 
ine that christiavity is yet restored to its primi~ 
tive purity and native splendor. 
grant, has been done, and much more remaivs 
to be done. We must not suppose that there. 
is nothing for us to do. We may iook back on 
the darker ages and contrast them with the pre- 
sent—and in the contrast, we may suppose that 
we have reached the acme of human improve- 
ment, “understand all mysteries,’ and can. go 
no further—-but if this were done, we should 
take the same ground, and act on the same 


Much, we ; 


> 
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principle, as did our Fathers, and their Fathers, |terrors of eternal torment;—children must be 
and many past generations. If we have ad-|made to love their Parent, by believing that he 
vanced in the science of theology, it is well,|has designed their everlasting destruction;— 
but Jet us advance still further;—let us press}and Christians must keep before thvir eyes 
forward in pursuit of divine truth, calling no|‘the doctrine of punishment in the world to 
man on earth our master. If we set bounds'to| come for crimes committed” in this, in order to 
religious inquiry, or hold fast tothe creeds and | give a proper sanction to their “oath”? !—Great- 
inventions of men, or venerate opinions because | ly do we fear the prevalence of such a doctrine. 
of their antiquity, or consider sacred the dog-|It is dishonorable to God, and a false represen- 
mas of ecclesiastical synods and councils—we | tation of human nature. And may it never be 
may indeed boast of freedom, but we are ‘“en-} more prevalent than it now is. Let man hence- 
tangled with the yoke of bondage,” and bound | forth love God because he is good; fear to of- 
fast in the shackles of superstition. To enjoy | fend him because he is just; love his neighbor 
christian liberty, we must obtain and hold pos-| because it is right, practice virtue because it 
session of the truth; and then we shall be free | will promote his present happiness; ‘‘do justly, 


indeed. 

We cannot but regret and deeply lament, 
that superstition, in this land of boasted free- 
dom, not only exists but prevails to an alarming 
degree. Even here, altars are erected, relig- 
ious worship is performed, rites and ceremo- 
nies dre multiplied, in order to placate divine 
vengeance, and conciliate the favor and affec- 
tion of God. The flames of vindictive wrath, 
and the fear of an endless hell, are what promps 
too many to approach the throne of God, in 
supplication and prayer; and give an impulse 
and character to their devotions Indeed, these 
are held up as motives which should lead men 
to the throne of God, and to religious worship. 
And they are considered so essentially neces- 
sary to the formation of the christian character, 
of such unspeakable importance in preserving 
our tights and immunities, as thatyto disregard 
them, to question their practical utility, it 
should not only fix upon a person’s character 
the stigma of infidelity, but also subject him 
to civil disabilities. Indeed, superstition has 
carried her votaries so far, of late, as to assert 
and maintain, that ‘‘all who deny the doctrine 
of future “retribution for crimes committed in 


the present world, do plainly, in the eye of| 


reason, render vull all obligation by an oath, 
either an oath of oflice, or one for the purpose 
of legai testimony’’; and therefore, “ought to 
be subjected to the disability which this cre- 
ates.” - What would such men do; or rather, 
what would they nol do, if the reins of civil 
government were put into their hands! We 
look back,—and shudder at the crimes that 
were committed, when the arm of civil power 
was raised to, defend the mandates and decrees 
of superstition; but let the administration of our 
government he placed in the hands of such 
men, and we should not have occasion to look 
back, in ovder to behold crimes, as horrible and 


love mercy, and walk humbly with God,” be- 
cause it will give peace of mind in life, and 
consolation at death! : G. 


For the Universalist Magazine. 


RELIGIOUS CHARACTER, 
“To visit he fatherless and widows in their afflictions, and to keep him- 
self unspotted Crom the world,”—St, James i. 27. 

The part of the text here quoted, relates ex- 
pressly to the moral duty of man—and his mor- 
al, is his christian duty. Let us therefore, first 
give a brief exposition of the text, and then en- 
deavor to ascertain the appropriate name, for 
this system of obedience to the requirements 
of God. 

First.—The text enjoins active and practical 
benevolence. The expression, ‘‘to visit the 
fatherless and widows,” may be considered as 
synecdoche, or figure of speech, in which a part 
lis put for the whole. These classes of our fel- 
low beings are more frequently in need of our 
sympathies and benevolent attentions, than any 
}others. When children in early life, are left 
“fatherless,” they are, generally speaking, in 
| danger of being subjected to a: series: of afilic- 
‘tions and sufierings. If left in the humble 
walks of poverty or indigence, they are the ob- 
| jects of special consideration and attention, lest 
they shculd wander into the numerous avenues 


to vice and degradation, to the allurements of 


which, they will constantly be exposed. And 
iit, on the other hand, by their more fortunate 


this world’s goods, it would not be strange to 
jsee them become a prey to the unfeeling cu- 
pidity and avarice of subtle worldings. Simi- 
lan remarks will apply to widowed mothers; ‘so 
viewing them in relation to all these liabilities, 
we hardly. know which is to be preferred,—in- 


as destructive; as any that were ever commit-) Agence oF afluease. 


ted:—We should.be the living witnesses of 
them, if, perchance, we should escape the fag- 
got andthe fire! It ishowever a just cause of 
congratulation and joy to us, that, although 
their disposition to act remains, yet their power 
is gone; and Heaven forbid that it should ever 
again be theirs. « May God, in infinite mercy, 
preserve the constitution of our country, which 
secures to every one the full enjoyment of his 
civil and religious liberties! 

Although superstition is an evil common to 


To visit the afflicted, is, to extend to them 
the hand and means of relief, so far as we are 
able. When the Saviour would represent a 
character entitled to the meed of approbation, 
he says, “I was hungry and ye gave me meat; 
naked and ye clothed me; thirsty and ye gave 
me drink; sick and in prison, and ye visited me;” 


With this disposition of heart we should open 
our eyes upon the thousand examples of hu- 
man dependence, afllictions and wretchedness, 


parents, they justly inherit an abundance of 


or ministered to my wants and sufferings.— 


all countries, aud to all ages, yet we had hoped, which come within the circle of observation —- 
that it were less prevalent, in this country, and| While “the fatherless and widows” shure’ first 
ia this age, than we find it to be. We did not|in our sympathies and munificence, the feeble, 
expect to hear men, of high literary attainments, | destitute and suflering should in no condition 
and of superior intellect, advocating a system|be neglected. ‘To do good and pass aus aneds 
of exclusion and intolerance, which would have | forget: not; - with such sacrifices God is 
lisgraced the .darkest age of the christian|Wwell pleased. Indeed, on far rate are under 
church. We did not expect, I say, such things; | obligations to others, the Saviour’s rule should 
Dut alas, so it is! We hear the doctrine ad-|be observed; “All things whatsoever ye would 
vanced and maintained, that men must be|that men should do unto you, do ye so unto 


nade yirtuous by holding up to their view the/ them: for this ts the law and the prophets.” 
b to { 


The second point enjoined in the text, relates 
te the duty which we owe to ourselves; and 
consists, principally, in self-government. To 
keep one’s self ‘“‘unspotted from the world,” is 
to refrain from every sinful, criminal indulgence. 
However numerons may. be a man’s virtues, if 
he allows himself in violations of the divine 
law, he becomes spotted with the wickedness of 
the world.. When indulgence becomes habit- 
ual, reformation is proportionably difficult.— 
“Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the 
Leopard his spots? then may those who are 
accustomed to do evil, learn to do well.”? Hence 
the importance of constant watchfulness and 
self-government, that evil habits gain not the 
ascendency over our judgment and the nobler 
faculties of our nature. Reader; “I give thee 
charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all 
things, and Jesus Christ, who before Pontius 
Pilate witnessed a good confession; that thou 
keep this commandment without spot, unrebuke- 
able, until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ;—the blessed and only Potentage, King 
of kings and Lord of lords.” 

We are now to inquire for the proper desig- 
nation of this system of duty; for, though it 
would be approved by all denominations, as 
proper in its place, by whomsoever taught, still, 
it is a subject of which people have different 
opinions, Well, as we would pay becoming 
deference to our pious Divines who hold to the 
doctrine of endless misery, let us submit the 
question to them. Suppose a Convocation of 
them assembled to decide, concerning the char- 
acter of a truly religious man, Let one of their 
“missionary”? friends approach them, and ask, 
what they think of the above plan of human 
conduct.—Their answer will be,—‘‘It is a dry, 
cold system of morality, over which thousands 
are daily stumbling imto hell.” They will la- 
ment that so plausible a delusion should be 
spread before the unwary multitude, who will 
embrace it as the religion of Christ. But these 
Doctors pronounce it ‘““anere morality—a world- 
ly religion, wholly destitute of evangelical god- 
liness.”? 

Very well; we have their opinion, which 
stands in direct opposition to the declaration of 
St.James. This apostle says, ‘Pure religion 
and undefiled, before God and the Father is 
this; to visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from 
the world:” but, the Evangelicals contradict 
him, and pronounce his system, mere morality, 
—a stumbling stone to the inquirer for truth! 
flence, the reader has ouly one question to 
settle, and the work is done, viz. which is in the 
right, “St. James,” or the “Wvangelical” ?— 
}¥e have no part in the dispute; it lies wholly 
betwen modern orthodoxy(alias heterodovy) and 
the divine truth. If the apostle was’ right, 
then, those religion-makers, who denounce his 
system, as frigid morality and destitute of pure 
religion, are wrong. ‘The subject admits of no 
compromise; it is yea, or nay. Let it then be 
brought to a point and settled forever. Thisis 
the proper ground on which it should be tried 
and, here we are willing to decide it. As open 
deniers of the dogma of endless sin and misery, 
we espouse the cause of St. James, and pro- 
nounce the above scheme of duty and obed- 
ience, pure and undefiled religion before God. 
Now let those whose lamentations are so plain- 
tive that we should be fatally deceived, give 
some better authority for their views, than we 
have for ours, and we will change our religious 
position, And until they do that, is it not cler- 
teal arrogance to require of us subscription to 
their unreasonable, unscriptural, unmerciful 
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doctrine? Is it not equally as absurd, to de- 
mand of us acquiescence in the artful plans of 
the day, for exciting and inflaming the public 
mind with fiery speculations and doctrines, un- 
less it can be shown that such excitements are 
necessary to make people religious, in the 
sense and manner before described? But this 
is not pretended. The evangelicals admit that 
their object is to convert people from such cold 
morality, as they call it, to another system, es- 
sentially different in its nature and effects.— 
They are dissatisfied with a religion which is 
“pure and undefiled,” and want to set up anoth- 
er, which is, of course, both unpure and defiled, 
“before God and the Father.’? To promote 
this burning religion, struggling exertions are 
now making in every part of the country. The 
mighty system of awakenings and revivals is 
designed to extend the empire of this fanaticism 
and intolerance. In all the reports we have 
seen of their success, no mention has been 
made of any works of benevolence, correspond- 


ing with those recommended by the apostle, | 


whose words are above quoted. Every thing 
in their process, appears to have a direct bear- 
ing on seclarian purposes. Building meeting- 
houses, inventing new societies and schemes 
for raising money, educating and furnishing 
missionaries for home aad foreign markets, &c. 
are the leading features of their shavings and 
boastings. It is true, we have occasional news 
of successful visiting of widows and fatherless 
children; but as might be expected, the suc- 
cess consisted in having made long prayers, in 
which they were indirectly put under oath, to 
subscribe to the support of a mercenary priest- 
hood, or be damned forever. ‘‘ Long faces,” 
and “‘long prayers,” and “fair speeches” were 
successful when Jesus was on earth, in putting 
the priests in possession of the property of “‘the 
widow and fatherless;” and why should they 
not be equally so now, if conducted with equal 
art and ingenuity? And why, in these respects, 
should modern dissemblers come short of their 
predecessors ? The pious doctors at Jerusa- 
lem had their Theological Seminaries, where 
their students were taught the art of priest- 
craft and deception, by rule; and are our mod- 
ern doctors less zealous for similar institutions? 
The graduates from the ancient Colleges, took 
their lessons and rules of speaking and pray- 
ing, conversing and begging from the different 
Professorships; and do not the swarms of young 
priests, who annually issue, from Princeton, 
Andover, Waterville, Bangor and elsewhere, 
do the same? Do they not go out with a set 
of discourses prepared, while studying dwinity, 
for future use, and read them with all the stud- 
died imitation of tone, manner, and affectation, 
of their favorite Teacher of pulpit eloquence, of 
which they are capable? Tell us, then, can- 
did reader, must we unite in such means for 
promoting religion—a religion too, at war with 
that of St. James, or be cast off forever? Must 
we become dissemblers to merit the approba- 
tion of honest men, and of God? Meditate on 
these things, and may Heaven add his bles- 
sing. R. 8. 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts, ~ 
By His Excellency 
LEVI LINCOLN, 
Goverpor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
; A PROCLAMATION, 
For a Day of Public Thank giving and Praise, 


passed through another revolution of the Sea- 
sons, and, in devout contemplation of the good- 
ness of a divine and merciful Benefactor, who 
has sustained and nourished and loaded them 
with benefits, their hearts will be elevated to ac- 
knowledgments of gratitude, and animated to 
fervent ascriptions of adoration and praise. 

To afford opportunity, at the accustomed 
period of the year, for an united expression of 
these sentiments and feelings of pious joy, I 
have thought fit, with the advice and consent 
of the Council, to set apart THURSDAY, the 
twenty-ninth day of November neat, to be obsery- 
ed as a Religious Festival of Tirannsarvine, 
throughout the commonwealth. And I invite 
the People of every Christian denonsnation, to 
repair, on that day, to the houses dedicated to 
the worship of Almighty God, there to com- 
memorate the signal mercies of His providence, 
in the multiplied circumstances of comfort and 
happiness with which they are enjoyed:—To re- 
cognize the divine superintendence, in the 
Peace and prosperity of the Nation; in the securi- 
ty of the Institutions of Popular Government; 
in the indulgence of the rights of conscience; 
in the diffusion of the means of instruction and 
knowledge, and in the cultivation and improve- 
ment of civil and social relations:—To rejoice 
that charity and philanthrophy are engaged in 
the relief of the afflicted, intelligence and mor- 
al virtue in vindicating the rights of the oppres- 
sed, and that the spirit of Christianity is m ex- 
ercise, to communicate the influence of the 
Gospel to the ignorant and vicious of the whole 
earth.—And truly and deeply sensible of our 
dependence upon the grace and mercy of God, 
may we seek, by resolutions of devoted obedi- 
ence to his will, by penitence for sin, and by 
supplication and prayer, the continuation of his 
favor; humbly commending ourselves, in our 
individual interests and wants, and in all our as- 
sociations with Society, Government, and 
Country, to his future protection and blessing. 

The people of the Commonwealth are re- 
quested to abstain from whatever is inconsis- 
tent with the appropriate observance of the oc- 
casion. 

Given at the Council Chamber, in Boston, 
this seventeenth day of October, inthe year 
of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty seven, and the fifty-second of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America. LEVI LINCOLN. 

By his Excellency the Governor, with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Council. 

EDWARD D. BANGS, Secretary. 
God save the Commonwealth of Massachuselts. 
BOB 
State of Maine. 
By the Governor of the State of Maine, 
A PROCLAMATION, 
For a Day of Public Thavksgiving and Praise. 

With the advice of the Council, I appoint 
Tuurspay, the 29th day of November next as 
a day of Thanksgiving and Praise. 

Let us, on that day, praise’and thank God 
that he has made a Revelation to man, inspired 
him with an understanding by which to compre- 
hend its spirit, giving him the power of self de- 
termination for its execution, and bestowing the 
best enjoyments in this life and the hope of fe- 
licity in the next, on those who imitate the pu- 
rity and charity, of his divine herald, Jesus 
Christ. 

May we piously rejoice in the wisdom of our 


In the rich emjoyment of the blessings of pub-| Constitutions of Government, which secure 
lie tranquillity ,of health & the abundance of the | ‘reedom of conscience, and keep open all the 
harvests,the People of this Commonwealth haye |aveunes of truth to every citizen, 


Sensible of the benefits flowing from the mor= 
al government and physical principles of the’ 
Universe, may we avoid insulting the goodness 
of its Author by any vice; and, while grateful for 
every blessing, may we meet the ills of life with | 
that courage which shall prove our conciousness 
of the supreme wisdom and infinite perfect 
of the system to which we belong. ‘4 

I recommen¢ to the citizens of this State, i i 
addition to religious exercises, to worship God 
by liberality of sentiment and by open handed 
beneficence—by instructing the ignorant; guid~ 
ing the erring, and relieving the unfortunate— 
by aiding the poor and sick, going and doing 
good as the good Samaritan did, and teaching 
and practicing the duty of kindness prescribed 
by a devout veneration of that Being who creat: 
ed every living thing, and ‘saw’ that it was 
good.” ENOCH LINCOLN. 

By the Governor: 


Amos Nicuoxs, Sec’ry of State. 
Council Chamber, Portland, Oct. 18, 1827. 
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PROPOSALS RS 
For Publishing a Monthly Pamphlet, entitled, 


THE GOSPEL PREACAER. 


The Publisher of the Curistiran TreLescor® 
anp Universatist Miscetiany, as the means 
of disseminating the pure principles of Univer- 
salism, and of subverting the deleterious ef- 
fects of the numerous sectarian tracts, with 
which our land is at present completely inun-_ 
dated, and which he conceives to be only cal- 
culated to poison the inquiring mind, and to 
render it the passive, and desponding subject of 
error, doubt and tormenting fears; proposes — 
publishing by subscription, a monthly pamphlet _ 
of 16 pages, octavo, entitled Tut Gospen 
Preacuer; each No. to contain two. Original 
Sermons, from the pens of living Universalist — 
Ministers, and each designed to give a clear” 
and full explanation of some passage of Holy © 
writ, and to explain the true principles of the 
Gospel as understood by Universalists. a 

This work will be issued on the most econo- 
mical plan, so that it may be afforded at such 
a price, as to ensure its gratuitous circulation 
by such individuals as may be disposed to for= 
ward the important object. i 


CONDITIONS. *) 

The Gospel Preacher, will be published on 
the first Wednesday of each month, handsome~ 
ly printed on fine paper, and neatly stitched in 
colored covers, and will be sent to subscribers — 
at 1% per. year in advance; and whenever 1000 — 
subscribers are obtained, the Publisher pledges — 
himself to reduce the price to 75 cents. ic 


sufficient number of subscribers are obtained to | 
warrant the undertaking. 


3 Subscriptions to be returned by the first © 
of November next, to John 8. Greene, Pub- | 
lisher of the Telescope and Miscellany, Provi+ | 
dence, R. I. ff 
September 8th, 1827, 


y*, Editors with whom we exchange, by giv- 4 
ing this Prospectus a few insertions, will be jf} 
entitled to a copy of the work, and a similar } 
favour willbe cheerfully granted, 


